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Occupy Wall Street – Justice and Compassion 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Economic Justice: 
The Last Struggle of the 

 Human Rights Movement 
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 Order of Events: 
 
 
  3:30 – 4:00 p.m. registration & reception—Chapel Foyer 
  4:00 – 4:20 p.m. Opening Prayer—Chapel  
   Welcome by  Dr. Marvin Mich, President of the Board 
   Reports: 
        Finance – Ken Anderson, Treasurer (pgs 9-10) 
        Nominating Committee – Sr. Marlene Vigna, Chair (pgs 7-8)  
        Other Reports or Announcements 
        Introduction of speaker – Rev. Gordon Webster  
   
  4:25    Keynote Speaker:  Dr. Marvin McMickle, President CRCDS 
      Economic Justice:  
    The Last Struggle of the Human Rights Movement 
   
  5:00 – 5:45 group conversations – breakout rooms (see page 19) 
  5:50 – 6:00 summary & parting prayer – Chapel  
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Board of Directors - 2011  
 

Denomination Representatives 
 

AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES - 
Rochester Genesee Region 

Ms. Lynne Stewart 
Rev. Dr. Richard Myers 

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST – Latter Day Saints 
Kathleen Campbell 
Vanessa Hansen 

EPISCOPAL-Rochester Diocese 
Rev. Dr. Denise Yarbrough 

Robert Crystal  
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA- 

Finger Lakes Conference 
Rev. Imani Dodley 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) Genesee Valley 
Jack Wheeler  

� Rev. Gordon Webster 
REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA Rochester Classis 

Vacancy 
ROCHESTER SOCIETY OF FRIENDS – Quakers 

Carmel Merrill 
ROMAN CATHOLIC-Diocese of Rochester 

� Dr. Marvin Mich 
Deacon Larry Van Etten 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH WNY 
James Lesch 

Dr. Wilfredo Juan Baez 
UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST; 
Genesee Valley Association 

� Rev. Alan Dailey 
Sue Murray 

 
Members at-Large 
� Kenneth Anderson 

Joanne Cala 
� Tim Calkins 

Rev. Deborah Grohman 
Merilyn Israel 

� Sr. Beth LeValley 
Tom McDade Clay 

Elizabeth Osta 
Sr. Marlene Vigna 

� Rev. William Wilkinson 
 

Chair of Worship & Discipleship 
Gloria Ulterino 

 
Executive Director 

Marie E. Gibson  
 

····  Officers of the Board 
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Greater Rochester Community of Churches 
Annual meeting minutes: January 24, 2011 

SSJ Motherhouse – 4:00 p.m. 

Members Present:   (on file in office) 

 

4:11 – Marvin Mich, board president, opens meeting with a brief explanation of GRCC’s transformation 
into the Faith in Action Network. Also, detail on our first (annual) Community Ministry Fair and the process 
of inviting participants this year. One of the benefits of being a member. 

4:14 – Prayer: led by Marvin 

4:17 – Nominations: Bob Crystal, VP for Organization, explains and takes vote on new board member 
election. Unanimous approval of nominees.  (report on file in office) 

Finance Report 

4:19 – Ken Anderson, Treasurer: Finance Report, review of financial position and annual budget forecast, 
which was unanimously approved by attendees. 

4:21 Marvin introduces Gordon Webster, at-large officer of the board, noting his extensive ecumenical and 
interfaith background. Gordon explains the board’s decision to remain an ecumenical organization. The 
faith community supported the agency in that decision. Gordon also detailed the journey leading up to the 
current transition to the Faith in Action Network. 

4:29 – Marvin: Recognized present board members for their service and thanked the work of the executive 
director, Marie Gibson. Then explained the process of the circle conversations and exhibiting groups. 
Invited attendees to take an active role in today’s event, ask questions, and interact. 

4:33 – Ministry Fair and Circle Conversations begin 

Evening was concluded approximately 6:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Tim Calkins, Recording Secretary 
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Reflections on 2011 and the Opportunities of 2012 
 

Dr. Marvin L. Mich,  Board President 
 

As we look back on 2011 I am grateful for the work of our Executive Director, Marie Gibson, and the 
generosity of our Board and supporters. My heart is full of gratitude for the good people who are our Faith 
in Action Network. I believe that God is working through our efforts to be Good News for our neighbors in 
need in Rochester. 
 
A few highlights stand out for me as I look back on 2011: 
 

�  We held two Ministry Fairs in 2011—one in January at the Motherhouse of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
and one in September at Asbury First United Methodist.  These gatherings connected ministry 
leaders with each other and with volunteers. 

 
�  On Good Friday we walked the streets of the Bullshead area behind the Cross of Jesus as we prayed 

for the victims of violence and for the ministers of hope in the neighborhood. 
 

�  In June over 600 people gathered for our “Faith in Action” banquet to honor Bishop Clark, young 
interfaith leaders, and 40 others who live out their faith in service to others.  

 
�  Joanne Cala and Elizabeth Osta, two board members, initiated a scholarship to honor a deceased 

board member, Alberta Moss, for her tireless work on behalf of our children in the city schools. This 
Scholarship will assist five high school students as they move on to college. 

 
�  Starting in the spring members of the board brought together leaders from urban and suburban 

churches to begin building a community organization that would address the serious issues of 
community by bringing together Black, white, and Hispanic churches as part of the Gamaliel 
network of community organizations.  

 
As we move into 2012 a number of opportunities are on the horizon: 
 

�  Our work with the Supplemental Burial Fund continues as we explore how to be a “pastoral 
presence” at the graveside of people who are buried with no one in attendance. We seek to provide a 
presence at the burial to recognize the sacredness of each person as a member of the human 
community. 

  
�  As we move toward the presidential election and in the context of the inequalities identified by the 

Occupy Movement we will seek ways to focus our faith communities on the needs of all, especially 
the poor and vulnerable, to build a community that stresses both individual responsibility and the 
importance of the common good. 

 
We believe that God is working though our efforts to announce the Good News of Jesus in our community.  
We carry out this ministry by interfaith collaboration and reaching out to all people. 
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From the Executive Director 
 
“The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world's deep hunger meet.”  
Frederick Buechner 
 
 
Rev. Buechner is a Presbyterian minister, theologian, and author who has often been praised for his ability to inspire 
readers to see the grace in their daily lives.  He says that if we listen to our lives, if we really pay attention, we will 
recognize the presence of the Holy speaking to us in the ordinary way we live.  
 
Perhaps this is what the GRCC Faith In Action Network is all about… working its way into our ordinary daily lives to 
stir us up and as a result, help us to work together to do exceptional things. 
 
I think FAN is exceptional because it does so much with so little money and just a few key leaders.  Of course, we do 
what we do because of the support of members and friends and because we collectively work together to make a 
difference.  And most certainly, the social network system has benefited the agency by connecting us to one another 
more immediately through the internet.  This truly is not our “grandparent's organization!”   
 
You might ask where God and Jesus fit into this new way of communicating.  Does this mean we throw away the old 
for the new?  As a religious and Christian based-agency, our foundation lies in what Jesus taught us through His 
words in scripture and by example of His life, which was the ultimate sacrifice.  Where then is our theological center 
in this 21st century?   
 
As I drive by Washington Square in our city and see the tents and the signs for “Occupy Rochester,” I see myself 
forty years ago in the faces of these young folks who are determined to find justice by turning over tables for the 
oppressed.  Can they make a difference in what we call “the ordinary life?” Does their sacrifice point to a theological 
perspective?  I think so.  But it's not  the way it used to be. Things have changed.   And we need to change along with 
them.  It means opening our hearts and minds to the Holy Spirit and trusting this amazing new path that is before us.  
It means paying attention and listening for the presence of the Holy speaking to us in our daily lives.  It means 
following our deep gladness to the world's deep hunger so we can continue to collectively make a difference. 
 
Last year the agency experienced several exceptional events as noted in our President’s Report.  We also received into 
membership 10 new faith communities and 6 new individuals.  We hope to welcome even more in 2012! 
 
One little story I’d like to share with you comes from our new member, Friends of St. Bridget’s. Through the 
resources of the Faith In Action Network they were able to connect with the Friends of the Public Market, help to 
promote the food token program, and develop a “gleaning program” whereby food and items are collected at the 
market at the end of the day and distributed to organizations and families in the area.  This initiative not only 
promotes recycling, as many of these items would have been thrown away, but also serves to feed families fresh 
produce and healthy food that also would have been discarded.  This is just one small example of how the network is 
working to make a difference. 
 
We don’t always know where the Spirit will lead us, but if we take the lead from the many courageous people who are 
standing up for justice, doing the good that needs to be done, educating, building interest and enthusiasm for doing 
God’s work in ordinary ways, together we will do exceptional things.    
 
 
Faithfully, 
Marie Gibson 
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2012 Annual meeting 
Nominating Committee report 

 
 
From the Constitution: 
Each member denomination may appoint up to two (2) representatives to sit on the Board.  General term  
of office is two (2) years and appointed representatives may serve as long as the denomination requests. 

1. The Board consists of: 
A.  12-24 persons nominated and elected at the Annual Meeting  

 
B.  Up to 2 persons designated by each member denomination;  

 
Responsibilities and Term for GRCC Board Members At -Large: 
 
Board members at-large are nominated by member congregations/organizations or other board members, 
are voted on at the Annual Meeting, and serve two years (one term), unless completing another board 
member's partial term, or requesting to serve a limited term.  Board members may serve unlimited terms.   
 

Completing term and accepting another term:  
 
Joanne Cala    Tim Calkins 
Sr. Beth LeValley   Elizabeth Osta 
William Wilkinson   Sr. Marlene Vigna 
 
Appointed to Denominational Leadership:  
 
Dr. Wilfredo Baez, United Methodist Church 
Deacon Larry Van Etten, Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester 
Kathleen Cook, Church of Latter Day Saints 
 
Stepping Down from Denominational Leadership:  
 
Deacon John Brasley, Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester 
Sharleen Campbell, Church of Latter Day Saints 
Rev. Ghislaine Cotnoir, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
 
Nominations from Committee: 
     For a 2 year term: 
Tunya Griffin, Seminarian at Northeaster Seminary 
Rev. Dr. Jill Bradway, American Baptist Church  
Anita Sterns, member Rush United Methodist Church 
Rev. Michael Traylor, pastor New Hope Free Methodist Church 
 
Nominations from the floor accepted at this time – 
 
 
Report presented by: 
Sr. Marlene Vigna, Chair for the Nominating Committee 
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New Member Profiles 
 

Wilfredo J. Baez, Ph.D.  (Psychology) is an ordained elder serving as Pastor of the United 
Methodist Church of North Chili.  He serves on the Clergy Council at Northeastern Seminary.   He 
served as Missionary Professor of Practical Theology for the Methodist Evangelical Church of 
Nicaragua and was the Bible Study Leader and Preacher for their 2010 and 2011 General 
Conferences.  He is completing Ph.D. programs, Pastoral Psychology and Theology at the 
Graduate Theological Foundation and Communications Psychology at the University of Central  
 Nicaragua.  He has completed basic, master, and trainer training in Neuro-Linguistic Psychology.  
He is currently engaged in beginning a United Methodist Hispanic faith-community.   

Larry Van Etten , a Deacon within the Catholic tradition, is assigned to the Newman Center that 
serves the college students, faculty, and staff at SUNY Brockport. He works with his wife Margot 
who is the full time Campus Minister at Newman in Brockport. He has been ordained for over 25 
years and was drawn to the Deaconate while a member of the Newman Center at RIT where he 
met his wife. He also works part time as VP and Business Manager for an Innovation Consulting 
Company named Idea Connection Systems.  
 

Rev. Jill Bradway  was born and raised in Philadelphia, PA. She attended Temple University, 
1986, BS in Business Law and Human Resource Management. She received her Master of 
Divinity from Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School in 2011,and is currently Supervising 
Chaplain for the Gospel Fellowship at RIT.   
 
Tunya Griffin  has attained a Bachelors Degree in Organizational Management from Roberts 
Wesleyan College.  She is working towards her Masters of Divinity with the goal of earning a 
Doctorate of Ministry. She is an astute bible teacher and orator. She has a distinct ability to 
transcend tradition in her delivery of the gospel through widening spiritual parameters in order to 
reach diverse people from various cultures, denominations, and backgrounds. In addition, she is 
the Editor-in-chief of Happy and Healthy LifeGiver blog that shares stores which uplift women all 
over the world. Tunya is a proud single mother of three adult children. Lavonne Richards (26), 
Franseau Richards (22), Mahalia Rivera (18). Each of her children are college students. Also, she 
is a proud grandmother of Autumn Rose (2). 
 
Anita Steans 
* Moved from Texas to Mendon 14 years ago 
* Married  to (Ted); has three adult children 
* Member of Rush United Methodist Church 
* Semi-retired...last job with MCC's downtown campus as a GED instructor.  
* Hobbies include singing, organic gardening, reading, & playing Scrabble. 

 
Pastor Michael Traylor, MD was born in Ohio, and will receive his  Masters Degree in Theology 
and Social Justice from Northeastern Seminary this year.  He is senior pastor of New Hope Free 
Methodist Church in Rochester, and is also a pediatrician at Jordan Health Center.  His passions 
include leadership development, community development and relational wholeness.  He is 
married to Amelia Cleveland-Traylor, has two children, Matthew (18) and Mechaela (15).  He 
enjoys reading, basketball, football, and sci-fi movies. 
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Finance Reports: 
 
       Year Ended  

       
December 31, 

2011  
         
 SUPPORT & REVENUE      
         
  Program Income       

    Faith in Action Banquet   
 $                  
25,500   

    Other                              310   
                           25,810   
  Denomination Contributions                       10,199   
  Membership Dues                        12,305   
  Grants                           2,000   

  
Donor 
Contributions                          8,425   

  
Interest & 
Dividends                               39   

  Other                              263   
         
                           59,041   
         
         
 EXPENSES       
         
  Program Expenses      
    Faith in Action Banquet                       13,817   
    Other                           1,534   
                           15,351   
  Employee Wages & Benefits                       38,854   
  General & Administrative                         9,911   
         
                           64,116   
         

 NET INCOME/(EXPENSE) FROM OPERATIONS  
 $                  
(5,075)  
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     Proposed 2012 
 Ordinary Income/Expense  
  Income   
   Program Income  
    Faith in Action Banquet 25,000 
    Program Income - Other 2,000 
   Total Program Income 27,000 

   Denomination Contributions 8,000 
   Membership Dues 15,000 

   Donor Contributions 10,500 
   Fundraising 500 
   Other Income (grants) 1,500 
  Total Income 62,500 

  Expense  
   Program Expenses  
    Faith in Action Banquet 14,000 
    Program other 1,500 
   Total Program Expenses 15500 

   Employee Wage & Benefits  
    Salary & Wages 30,000 
    Health Insurance Premiums 5650 
    Payroll Taxes 2500 
   Total Employee Wage & Benefits 38150 

   General & Administrative  
   Total General & Administrative 8200 

   Marketing  
   Total Marketing 600 

  Total Expense 62,500 
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Contributing Member Churches and Organizations in 2 011 
Atonement Lutheran Church ELCA 
Baptist Temple ABC 
BEOC Brockport Ecumen. Outreach ORG 
Blessed Sacrament, Church of the RC 
Brighton Reformed Church REF 
Brighton UCC UCC 
Brockport Unitarian Universalist Fellowship UUA 
Christ Church, Unity UNITY 
Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran ELCA 
Church of Ascension EC 
Church of Assumption RC 
Church of Divine Inspiriation SPIR 
Covenant UMC UMC 
Dewey Avenue Presb PCUSA 
Downtown United Presb PCUSA 
First Baptist Brockport ABC 
First Baptist E. Penfield ABC 
First Baptist Rochester ABC 
First Congre. Church of Spencerport UCC 
First Congre. UCC of Fairport UCC 
First Presbyterian Church Pittsford PCUSA 
First Presbyterian, Brockport PCUSA 
First Universalist Church UUA 
Friends of St. Bridget's RC 
Greece Baptist ABC 
Greece UMC 
Henrietta UCC  
Hilton Baptist Church ABC 
Honeoye UCC  
Immanuel Baptist Church ABC 
Incarnate Word Lutheran Church of ELCA 
Irondequoit Presbyterian PCUSA 
Lake Avenue Baptist Church ABC 

Lakeside Presbyterian Church PCUSA 
Mountain Rise UCC UCC 
Mt. Olivet Baptist Church ABC 
Peace Lutheran Church ELCA  
Peace of Christ Parish *** RC 
Perinton Lay Clergy Council ORG 
Reformation ELCA ELCA 
Religious Society of Friends Qkrs 
Retrouvaille of Rochester ORG 
Rochester Interfaith Jail Ministry ORG 
Salem UCC  
Sisters of Mercy RC 
Sisters of St. Joseph RC 
St. Luke & St. Simon Cyrene EC 
St. Luke's Epis. Brockport EC 
St. Luke's Epis. Fairport EC 
St. Mark and St. John's Church EC 
St. Mary's RC Church RC 
St. Oscar Romero Inclusive Catholic 
Summerville PCUSA PCUSA 
Third Presbyterian Church PCUSA 
Trinity Emmanuel Pres. Church PCUSA 
Union Cong. UCC Churchville UCC 
Union Presbyterian, Scottsville PCUSA 
United Methodist Church, N. Chili UMC 
Webster Baptist Church ABC 
Webster Council of Churches ORG 
Webster Presbyterian Church PCUSA 
Webster UCC Congregational UCC 
West Henrietta Baptist ABC 
Women's Interfaith Institute ORG 
 

 
The following denominations gave to GRCC: 
American Baptist Church, Rochester Genesee Region 
Church of Jesus Christ, Latter Day Saints 
Episcopal Diocese of Rochester 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Finger Lakes Region 
Presbytery of Genesee Valley 
Religious Society of Friends 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester 
United Church of Christ, Genesee Valley Association 
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Individual Donors: 
 
William & Monika Andrews 
Dr. Wilfredo Baez 
Jean Bartlett 
Gail Bauerschmidt 
Richard Bird 
Judith Boyd 
Paul Brayer 
Ann Buerschaper 
Esther Cable 
Joanne & Bill Cala 
Marjorie Chapin & Jean 
Parker 
Alison Clarke 
Rev. Alan & Suzanne Dailey 
Barbara Deming 
Mary & Wendell Discher 
Sally and Kenneth Dodgson 
Jane Duerr 
Evelyn Edman 
Lowell &^ Patricia Edwards 
John & Barbara Englert 
Trevor Ewell 
John & Miriam Ganze 
Carolyne G. Garman 
Jean Gloss 
Margaret Hale 
Rev. Paul and Esther 
Hammer 
John & Sharon Heister 
Kenneth Hendel 
David Hoecker 
Neva Hoffmeier 
Rev. Ruthellen & Gary Hoyle 
Georgia Hubbard 
Rev. Frank Ichishita 
Rev. Dave & Carolyn Inglis 
Merilyn Israel 
Steve Jarose 
Fr. Robert Kennedy 
Ellen Kimbrough 
Germaine Knapp 
Gene & Sarah Kohlenberg 
Mr. Lyle Lehman 
Joyce Lehmann 

Ms. Teryl Lehr 
Sr. Gratia L'Esperanza 
Sr. Beth LeValley 
Mary Ellen Lopata 
Susan & Ed Maybeck 
Bill & Sally McCoy 
Rev. Peggy Meeker 
Lynda Mercer 
Carmel Merrill 
Marvin Mich 
Peter Mitchell 
Richard Moore 
Jean & Bill Murphy 
Rev. Richard & Beth Myers 
Ellie & Ray Newell 
Elizabeth Osta 
Rev. Hugh & Barbara 
Outterson 
Alain Perregaux 
Rev. Peter Peters 
Joanne & David Poland 
Lillian Price 
Dorothy Reed-Roat 
Lucille Rice 
Rev. Philip Schaefer 
Suzanne & Mike Schnittman 
David Schraver 
Bob & Betty Seidel 
Wilma Sickels 
Susan & Linc Spaulding 
Ann Stehle 
Rev. J. Claud Stewart 
Lynne Stewart 
Norma Stoneham 
Rev. Jackie Sullivan 
Barbara Suter 
Marilyle Sweet Page 
Edith Thoburn 
Gloria Ulterino 
Daniel Walsh 
Jack Wheeler 
Rev. Larry and Peg Witmer 
Robert Wood 

If your name is missing please call the office at 254-2570 
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Miscellaneous Reports 
 
 
The Coalition for the  
Beloved Community 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mission of the Coalition for the Beloved Community: 
 

Rooted in love, The Coalition for the Beloved Community is a countywide movement to build a culture of 
peace, grounded in dignity and fed by hope.  We are dedicated to personal and community transformation 
based on community standards borne out of the testimony of the people and out of our love for our 
community. 

 
Our goal is to create a beloved community and  
this will require a qualitative change in our souls  

as well as a quantitative change in our lives. 

~ Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 
The Beloved Community is already present throughout the world.  Our task is to identify it and encourage 
its advancement.  This past year, we have collaborated with the National Coalition Building Institute in 
offering an experience of the Beloved Community called Heal, Engage, Act.  These four workshops are a 
two and a half hour gathering where people explore with one another the qualities of leadership we see in 
those who live into the beloved Community.  In the process we share some of our deepest values.  We 
discover our common bonds.  We are partnering with The Season of Nonviolence to offer another 
workshop this Spring. 

 

The Coalition meets monthly at CONEA, the Coalition of North East Associations.  We are presently 
planning “First Fruits” where local residents in the NE part of the city will welcome people from the county 
to share meals that are prepared from the gleanings of good food not sold at the Rochester Public Market.   

 

We also present our Standard Bearer Award to Art Peace, a cultural training program for young people to 
develop their skills and highlight their talents based at the School Without Walls.   

 

The best part is the deep friendships that are being built across the lines of geography and race, our 
personal enrichment to come to know others whose hearts yearn for a community which fully manifests Dr. 
King’s vision.  We are grateful, as always, to the Faith In Action Network, GRCC, who have nurtured our 
work as they have for so many for so long. 

 

Richard Myers, Facilitator 
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Interfaith Report 
Rev. Debbie Grohman 
 
The Commission on Christian Jewish Relations generally meets the first Monday of each month at the 
Jewish Federation.  Rev. Denise Yarbrough chaired from the Christian side in 2010-2011, and Rabbi Alan 
Katz is chairing from the Jewish side in 2011-2012.  One of the year’s highlights was a model Seder meal 
held at Temple Sinai that illuminated the connections between the Jewish celebration of Passover and 
Christian traditions in theological teaching and Eucharistic practice on the one hand and in African-
American tradition and experience on the other.  The monthly discussions center on relevant topics ranging 
from social issues to political situations to faith sharing. 
 
The Commission on Christian Muslim Relations generally meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
Islamic Center of Rochester.  Dr. Shafiq chaired in 2010-2011, and Rev. Denise Yarbrough and Monica 
Mohammad are co-chairing in 2011-2012.  Several events are in the planning stages, including a family-
friendly event focused on sharing traditions of Jesus and Mary from both faiths, a book study group, and an 
educational series.  The monthly discussions now include topics of faith sharing as well as conversation 
about situations of concern to Christian and Muslim relations.   
 
Mission Programs at the Progressive Branch of Visions Federal Credit Union 
 Sr. Beth LeValley 
 
The Faith in Action Network (FAN) is involved with the mission programs of the former Progressive 
Neighborhood FCU (now Visions FCU) at the new credit union's Progressive Neighborhood Branch at 1130 
East Main Street.  If you are interested in knowing more about the following, contact Sr. Beth LeValley at 
srbeth1@juno.com or by leaving a message at FAN office: (585) 254-2570. 
  
Ways you can help: 
 
-Sending family, friends, faith people, people you serve to the financial literacy classes, Progressive Way 
to Better Credit (PWBC), offered during April, May, or June and again September, October, November –  
four Wednesdays in a given month from 5-6 p.m.  Other options are possible through sessions with 
www.RethinkingDebt.org . 
  
-Sending youth 13-21 headed toward college to take part in the Individual Development Education 
Account (IDEA) program where 1:1 matches are provided to student savings of $100-$500 and a financial 
literacy class is taken.  FAN would also accept donations for the matching fund. 
  
-Sending people in need of a loan when they cannot get one elsewhere to consider an Angel Fund loan with 
the money secured by money from 3 faith organizations and FAN.  FAN would also accept other faith 
groups becoming partners in this fund and/or donations to help increase the fund. 
  
PASTORAL PRESENCE AT FUNERALS 
  
As a result of a personal story that came to us through Isaiah House, FAN became aware that there are 
several people who are indigent with no known family and thus no personal presence at their burial, nor a 
person to preside except the funeral director.  Thus, we have established a list of volunteers who will serve 
as such presence for this need and for families who want but cannot afford a "church" person presence.  If 
interested, please call the office at (585) 254-2570 or email: grcc1@frontiernet.net .  Keep an eye out for an 
article about this program in a column by Mark Hare.  
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2011 Summary 
Interfaith Health Care Coalition 

 
 
The IHCC had a very busy and productive year. 
 
We met with several important people, with varying results.  
 

We invited Harry Bronson and David Gantt to St Joseph’s  Neighborhood Center to hear from Sr. 
Chris Wagner and Maureen Marlow from Spiritus Christi Mental Health Outreach (Mercy Outreach director 
could not attend) to hear about the increasing needs of the un- and underinsured in their districts. David 
Gantt did not respond to our invitation and Mary Ellen Sweeney, his constituent, wrote him a letter instead. 
Sr Beth facilitated the meeting with Harry Bronson, which was well attended. Harry listened and responded 
thoughtfully, giving us some insight into the political context. The result of this meeting is that Harry 
cosponsored the state single payer bill in the assembly as we had requested. 

 
We also invited Jim Bertolone from the Genesee Valley Labor Federation, who has always 

supported a single payer health care system in resolution or platform, to meet with us. We were looking for 
ways to join with the labor community in this effort. We did not let him leave our meeting without a 
commitment to at least allow us to educate union members. This resulted in Dr. Ted Brown addressing an 
annual gathering of central NYS union members in Corning. Ted is a former IHCC member and now a 
member of the Finger Lakes Physicians for a National Health Program chapter, one of our coalition 
partners. Bill McCoy and Sue Ladwig also did tabling at this event. 

 
Sr. Beth contacted Congresswoman Kathy Hochul’s office ahead of the anniversary of Medicare. 

This resulted in IHCC members including Peggy Rosenthal (Sr Beth, Lee Fox, Mary Ellen Sweeney?) 
attending Hochul’s event and making a connection. After a long, dogged effort to meet with Hochul to 
educate her on how Medicare could be saved by improved and expanded Medicare for All, several of us 
(Peter Mott, Joe Brown, Colin O’Malley, Dr. Leon Zoghlin and myself) met with her aide for an hour. Leon 
presented on Medicare for All, we all added information and left a letter to Hochul asking for her stand on 
Medicare for All and her support of the federal single payer legislation, HR 676. Unfortunately, we have 
been unable to get a commitment from her, though we are continuing to follow up. 

 
We hosted another well attended meeting at St Joe’s with Assemblyman Joe Morelle, who is the 

chair of the NYS dept of insurance.  Again, Sr. Chris provided information on the current health care crisis 
and Sr. Beth facilitated. We had a lively conversation, but Joe continues to be skeptical about reform in the 
form of a nonprofit system. Bill McCoy has written a follow up letter and we will continue to find ways to 
voice our conviction that health care is a human right to our political representatives. 

 
Mary Ellen Sweeney tabled at the GRCC/Faith in Action annual dinner in January and the Wallis 

event in September to continue our outreach efforts. As a result of the annual dinner experience, Mary Ellen 
suggested we have a presentation board at tabling events and she, I, and George Dardess worked together to 
create one that was unveiled at the Wallis event. George dramatically illustrated our mission and put the 
whole thing together. It’s quite striking and garnered a lot of attention. Lee Fox facilitated a conversation 
circle at the Wallis event on health care for the vulnerable and Leon participated. At the tabling events we 
have collected contact information of interested folks and added them to our email list, but have not be able 
to turn these into active participants. 
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This year, with Peter Mott’s leadership, we produced a piece of literature comparing Medicare for 
All to the Affordable Care Act, highlighting the ACA’s shortcomings primarily it’s lack of universal 
coverage and cost controls, continuing the lack of access and affordability of the private insurance system. I 
published an op-ed in the D&C in conjunction with Medicare’s anniversary and I believe both Bill and Peter 
published letters to the editor. Bill and I have also published several pieces in the Metro Justice newsletter 
on single payer. 

 
Metro Justice hired a new organizer, Colin O’Malley, this year and IHCC members met with him 

and MJ president Paula Hansen several times to heal wounds from the previous few years’ split over health 
care reform. In a very collaborative effort, MJ unveiled its Campaign for Economic Justice, including health 
care as a human right as embodied in a single payer system. At MJ’s picnic, several members signed up to 
work on that platform piece and part of that means to work with IHCC. Colin is an active member and 
attends our meetings. Several IHCC members marched in the Labor Day parade with MJ with a theme of 
health care as a human right. 

 
The IHCC has also continued our work with other coalition partners. Peter and I participated in 

monthly conference calls with Single Payer New York. I attended a January SPNY meeting in Troy and 
Bill, Sally McCoy, Colin and I attended the recent SPNY members meeting in Binghamton. SPNY has 
reorganized and I continue to be on a working group and the IHCC’s connection to SPNY. Their work 
continues on a state single payer bill. Bill and I traveled to Ithaca to hear from Vermont Worker’s Center 
activists and their quest for a single payer system. The IHCC has contacted Dr. Deb Richter in Vermont and 
would like to host her for a visit in Rochester. 

 
IHCC and coalition partner members also submitted testimony in writing or in person at the NYS 

hearings on Medicaid reform and the implementation of the state exchanges per the ACA (Peter, Bill, Butch 
Fitzsimmons and others).  For the small group that we are, we accomplish quite a lot. The struggle is slow 
and the need is ever increasing.  

 
Respectfully submitted 
Betsy Frarey, for the Interfaith Health Care Coalition 

 
 
Harvesting Hope for Farmworkers 
 
We are a 'quietly active' group.   

1. Much of our ministry is to collect and distribute infant clothing, diapers & car seats . . . what we call 
our 'Baby Basics' program . . . that my wife Catherine facilitates.  She is the midwife for the 
farmworker women - so she know the needs, and has an extensive network of regular donors.  

2. This past year we helped a small number of families with housing difficulties . . . quietly paying rent 
when they couldn't.  We also made a donation to a family that had a house fire - so that they could 
buy clothing.  

3. We sought-out & received a donation of soccer balls from Dick's for distribution in the camps, as 
part of our 'Recreo Sano' (healthy recreation) program.  

4. We 'adopted' several migrant families for Christmas giving . . . and ended-up spending $1500 on 
food and gift cards 

5. Our biggest event is our one day summer camp for migrant children - Camp Alegria - held at 
Creative Themes Camp.  Brockport Migrant Education helps to identify & transport the children, 
ages 6-12.  This year we had 50+ campers . . . a juggling show . . . a magic show . . . fishing . 
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..canoeing . . .swimming . . . water slide . . . art & crafts . . . pizza . . . ice cream . . . lots of sunshine . 

. . smiles & laughter . . . and the children all went home with their new camp t-shirt and a bag full of 
donated books.  I've attached some camp photos . . .  

We anticipate continuing along doing our quiet ministry . . . And we thank the GRCC for all the support.  
Please pass along our heartfelt gratitude, in our collective endeavors to build a beloved community. 
 
Gracias! 
Michael Brennan 
On behalf of Harvesting Hope for Farmworkers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Children of Camp Alegria, Harvesting Hope for Farmworkers 
Contact Michael Brennan:  mbrennan1@rochester.rr.com  
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2011 Annual Report to GRCC 
 

 
Mission Statement  Our mission is to bring together people from diverse traditions and differing 

ethnicity’s for the purpose of moving beyond racism. Through examination of personal experience and 
social institutions, our intention is to build deeper understandings, construct supportive relationships and 

create realistic strategies for change. 
 

We believe... 
Racism hurts us all.  
It weakens the mind, sickens the spirit and wounds the heart. 
 
Moving Beyond  Racism  
Requires the courage to change what is, the vision to see what is yet to be, and the will to make that vision 
a reality. 
 
We believe... 
Action is born in Awareness and sustained in Community 
 
April of 2011 the  

Moving Beyond Racism Book Discussion Group  
Celebrated its 10 th Anniversary  

 
complete with cake and yet another in depth discussion. Over 100 books have been discussed. We meet 
the first Monday of each month with two exceptions (1) in September we meet on the second Monday due 
to Labor Day and (2) in December we do not meet. With what is happening in the country, in the world our 
next selection, The Working Poor by David K. Shipler, is very timely. Please consider joining us and invite 
others. We meet form 7 – 8:30 PM at the Pittsford Plaza Barnes & Nobles in their Community Room on the 
second floor. Here are dates and our upcoming selections: 
 
February 6 The Working Poor  by David K. Shipler 
March 5 Post Black  by Ytasha L. Woma 
April 2 Custer Died for Your Sins  by Vine Deloria 
May 7 Not Even My Name  by Thea Halo 
June 4 Race Course  by Bill Ayers & Bernadine Dohrn 
 
For more information call 585-288-8644 or e-mail at mbrbookinfo@aol.com 
 
 
Submitted by Kathy Cobbett – January, 2012  
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 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

The Rev. Marvin A. McMickle, Ph.D. 
 

Born in Chicago, Illinois in 1948, Dr. Marvin A. McMickle is a 1970 graduate of Aurora 
University in Illinois with a B.A. in Philosophy. His alma mater also awarded him the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity in 1990. He earned a Master of Divinity degree from Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City in 1973 and did two additional years of graduate study at Columbia 
University in New York. He earned a Doctor of Ministry degree from Princeton Theological 
Seminary in Princeton, New Jersey in 1983. He was awarded the Doctor of Philosophy degree 
(Ph.D.) from Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio in 1998. He was also awarded 
the Doctor of Humane Letters by Payne Theological Seminary in Wilberforce, OH in 2010.  
 
He was ordained to the Christian ministry in 1973 at Abyssinian Baptist Church of New York 
City where he served on the pastoral staff from 1972-1976. He served as the pastor of St. Paul 
Baptist Church of Montclair, New Jersey from 1976-1986. During those years Dr. McMickle 

served on the adjunct faculty at Fordham University, Princeton Theological Seminary, New Brunswick Theological Seminary and 
New York Theological Seminary. He also taught biblical studies courses inside of Ossining Correctional Center (Sing Sing) in 
Ossining, New York between 1982-1984. 
 
Dr. McMickle served as the Senior Pastor of Antioch Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio from 1987-2011. During that time he led 
the church in establishing a ministry for people infected with or affected by HIV/AIDS. This ministry was the first of its kind in 
the entire country. The church also offered ministries in the areas of job training, a hunger center, three AA units, a credit union 
with over $2 million in assets and a tithing program in which the congregation tithes out to the community 10% of its annual 
income every year. During his service at Antioch 14 men and women were licensed or ordained into Christian ministry. 
 
In May of 2011 he was elected to be the 12th president of Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School in Rochester, NY. 
 
Before arriving in Rochester he was a member of the Board of Trustees of Cleveland State University in Cleveland, OH. Dr. 
McMickle was also the Professor of Homiletics at Ashland Theological Seminary in Ashland, Ohio from 1996 to 2011. Upon 
retiring from Ashland Theological Seminary, the faculty named him Professor Emeritus.  He is the author of 14 books. He has 
also authored dozens of articles that regularly appear in professional journals and magazines. His writings also appear in Feasting 
on the Word and Preaching God’s Transforming Justice; two recent preaching commentaries He is a member of the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. International Board of Preachers at Morehouse College in Atlanta, GA. In the winter semester of 2009 he served as a 
Visiting Professor of Preaching at Yale University Divinity School.  
 
Dr. McMickle has been married to Peggy Lorraine Noble since 1975 and they have one son, Aaron who resides with his wife in 
New York City.  

 
 
Questions for consideration during the break-out gr oup conversations: 
 
1.  What did you know about Occupy Wall Street before you came to the annual meeting and how 
did you feel about the movement? 
 
2.  What from Dr. McMickle’s talk relates to your faith perspective of this movement?  What key 
points stand out in your hearing his words? 
 
3.  What can the faith community do in the Occupy Movement? 
Break-out rooms:   Remington & Stewart Lounges, Rooms 118 & 210 
 
Please make sure each of your groups has a scribe that takes notes and leaves the notes with the 
group facilitator.  You may also send us your thoughts and opinions via regular mail at GRCC 
Faith In Action Network – 2 Riverside Street, Rochester, NY  14613 or email it to us at 
grcc1@frontiernet.net  
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For notes and comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for supporting the GRCC Faith In Action Network.  This report will be posted on our website at 
www.grcc.org .  We look forward to you sharing your thoughts and ideas with us.  You may also send us a donation 
via Paypal  at that sight or mail your contribution to:   “GRCC-FAN”  2 Riverside Street, Rochester, NY  14613  -- 
All contributions are tax deductible.  


