
��������� ������	
����
����	��� �              Summer,  2011�
 

    
         Celebrating the Giving Heart! 
 
On June 7 this year our Faith In Action Network held its 20th Annual Faith In Action 
Celebration Dinner.  The event had grown so large in attendance that we had to move it  
to a larger hall.  That warm Tuesday night, over 600 people from diverse faith communities 
gathered at the Diplomat Party House and celebrated 44 honorees who “put their faith into 
action” in small and large ways.  
 
This year’s Metropolitan Award was given 
posthumously to Ms. Alberta Moss, former member of 
the board, and life-long advocate for children and 
families.   
 
Among her many accomplishments, Ms. Moss 
established and implemented Project Prison Reality in 
partnership with the Rochester City School District where she worked as Consumer 
Advocate in the Family Learning Center.  Convincing children that they could be 
successful and productive adults through education was her primary focus in life.  Her life 
work was so passionate and dedicated that a scholarship in her name was created to assist 
young people with their higher education goals.  Nearly $3,000 was collected that evening 
to kick off the scholarship campaign, and more funding will be received throughout the 
year, so that at next year’s annual celebration two to five students will receive a grant.  You 
can participate by sending a donation to the Alberta Moss Scholarship Fund, payable to 
GRCC with “Moss Scholarship” in the memo line. (Photo shows designers of the Moss Scholarship, 
Joanne Cala and Elizabeth Osta, with Alberta Moss) 

Another highlight of 
the evening was the 
Community Group 
Award presented to 
the people  we 
fondly called, “The 
Inter-faith Next-
Geners.” They are  
leaders who 
represent a larger 
movement  
of young 
professionals in our 

next generation of people of faith.        
 
(Shown above: Fatima Bawany, Husain Bawany, Catherin Hael, Mark Khazanov, Eileen O’Connor Casey, 
Megan Robinson, Iffat Shafiq, Maura Whitman)                                                         Continued next page:                                                 

�
GRCC gathers people from diverse communities to build relationships and support initiatives based on spiritual 

    and community values that advocate, model, and celebrate basic human rights. 

 
Board of Directors 
President:   
  Dr. Marvin Mich 
VP for Organization  
  Robert Crystal 
VP for Social Justice 
  Rev. William Wilkinson 
Officers at-large 
  Sr. Beth LeValley SSJ 
  Rev. Gordon V. Webster 
  Rev. Alan Dailey 
Treasurer 
  Kenneth Anderson 
Secretary 
  Tim Calkins 
Executive Director 
  Marie E. Gibson 
 
Denominational 
Representatives 
 
American Baptist Churches 
Rochester-Genesee Region 
  Rev. Richard N. Myers 
  Lynne Stewart 
Church of Jesus Christ 
 of Latter-Day Saints 
  Sharleen  Campbell 
  Vanessa Hansen 
Episcopal Diocese 
  Robert Crystal 
  Rev. Denise Yarbrough 
Evangelical Lutheran Church  
 in America; Genesee Finger 
Lakes Conference 
  Rev. Imani Dodley 
  Rev. Ghislaine Cotnoir 
Presbytery of  
Genesee Valley 
  John Wheeler 
  Rev.  Debbie Grohman 
Rochester Society of Friends 
  Carmel Merrill 
Roman Catholic  
Diocese of Rochester 
  Dr. Marvin Mich 
  Deacon John Brasley 
United Methodist Church, 
Rochester District, W N Y 
  Rev. Ted Anderson 
  Rev. James Lesch 
United Church of Christ,  
Genesee Valley Association 
  Rev. Alan Dailey 
 
Members At-Large 
 Joanne Cala 
 Merilyn Israel  
 Tom McDade Clay 
 Sue Murray 
 Elizabeth Osta 
 Sister Marlene Vigna RSM 
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From page 1 
 
They are dedicated to building bridges of understanding and cooperation between and amongst people of different 
spiritual and religious traditions.  They bring fresh ideas and perspectives to this work and have shown themselves to 
be creative and generous of spirit, willing to try new things and open to working with those of us that might be called 
the "wisdom generation" to create a world of deepened compassion and understanding, peacemaking and 
reconciliation.  They are our present as well as our very bright future in the world of interfaith dialogue and 
understanding. 
 

 
The evening culminated with a Lifetime Achievement 
Award given to the Most Reverend Matthew Clark, 
bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester.  Bishop 
Clark will be retiring from his position next year after 33 years 
of religious service to the diocese.  His birthday is next month 
so the audience joyfully sang happy birthday and he was 
presented with a Yankees tee-shirt and Yankee Parking Only 
sign, his favorite baseball team.   
 
Next year’s celebration dinner is Tuesday, June 5th. 
 
 

(Shown: Bishop Clark & Marvin Mich, president of the Faith in Action Network.) 

 
 

Coming in September . . . 
 
This year marks the tenth anniversary of September 11 and the greater Rochester community is invited to gather on 
the Eastman House lawn (900 East Avenue) at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 11th for “Remembering 9/11 
and Moving Forward Together.”   The event will be hosted by a multi-faith team and members of the “Next-
Geners” will tell their stories about how we can move forward with hope and compassion.  There will be interesting 
music, poetry, readings and prayers for all people.  We encourage you to come and bring a lawn chair.  This is part 
of a more expansive community initiative that will offer events at the Rochester Museum and Science Center on that 
same day.  Stay tuned for further publicity.   
 
(You may be interested in the following website that explains the 9-11 Day of Service Initiative:  
http://911dayofservice.org/join_the_tribute  
 
The Faith In Action Network has been invited to host its Second Ministry Fair on Wednesday, September 21 
from 4 till 7 p.m. at Asbury First United Methodist Church, 1050 East Avenue.  We will be asking religious service 
groups to exhibit their agency and program information in the recently rebuilt fellowship hall on the Asbury campus.  
The fair will be part of a larger event hosted by Heritage Christian Services and Habitat for Humanity who are 
bringing Jim Wallis to Rochester to speak on “Faith In Action!”   Jim Wallis, as some of you may know, is president 
and chief executive officer of Sojourners, an online faith and politics magazine.  He is an outspoken public 
theologian and author of many books on faith and politics.  (Visit:  http://www.sojo.net/index.cfm )  
 

 
        
         Exhibitors at the 
  Ministry Fair last January 
  at the Sisters of St. Joseph 
          Motherhouse 
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The Controversy on Equal Marriage 
 
On June 24, 2011 the New York State Senate voted to legalize same-gender marriage giving 
equal rights to gay and lesbian couples who choose to wed.  The complexity of this bill and the 
challenges it gives to people on both sides of the issue are great.  Following are excerpts from 
an editorial written by Dr. Marvin Mich and printed on June 12, 2011in the Democrat and 
Chronicle: 
   

 The mission statement of the Greater Rochester Community of Churches, now known as the Faith 
in Action Network, calls us to honor “the core values of our Christian faith” as we “advocate, model, and 
celebrate basic human rights.”  We respectfully bring together Christians who do not all agree on this 
issue.  Some of our churches are supportive of gay marriages and others are not.  
 While we share a common methodology and strive together to work for social justice, the member 
churches of the Faith in Action Network have not come to a consensus on the issue. But we do continue to 
work together on many other issues where there is consensus, especially responding to the needs of those 
living in poverty in Rochester. 
 We know that reflecting on a complex question such as gay marriage takes a long time as we listen 
to the living wisdom of our four sources.* We believe that God’s work in our lives is far from finished. The 
words that Jesus spoke to his disciples at the Last Supper remind us that: “When the Spirit of truth comes 
he will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13).  We pray that God’s Spirit will guide us “into all truth.” 
 Listening to the lived experience of same sex couples in committed relationships needs to be part of 
our work. 
�
*  Scripture, illumined tradition, personal experience, and reason described elsewhere in the letter. 
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Living into who we are . . . 
 

Last summer when some members of our board met with employees of the Ad Council and 
marketing representatives from area agencies in Rochester, we sat around a table on the 
second floor office in the eclectic Village Gate building on Goodman Street.  We were a 
little apprehensive.  We had to “tell our story” of who we were.  It’s a question that 

members of the board have been asked over the lifetime of the agency.  Who or what is GRCC?  The most common 
answer is, we are a 501c3 corporation that is registered with the IRS as a religious institution. Another answer is, we 
are an association of churches and religious organizations working together in reflection of the scripture passage of 
Micah, “doing justice, and walking with our God.” Do those answers really say who we are? 
 
The “ah-ha” moment came after a lively discussion about the Faith In Action Celebration and the diversity of all the 
people we bring together through our network—people doing amazing work both urban and suburban that make up 
the faith community of Rochester.  One of the eight representatives around the table said, “You are what you do! 
You are the Faith in Action Network!”  The rest is history!  
 
Sometimes we need to step back from what we are doing to see more clearly the good work being done. So what do 
YOU say GRCC is?  I’d love to hear your answer.  Send me an email this summer and let us know what you’d like 
to see us doing in the coming months.  Thanks for helping GRCC to be “The Faith in Action Network of Rochester!” �
�
�
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Rochester Supplemental Burial Fund 
 
This summer marks the first anniversary of the Rochester Supplemental Burial 
Fund which is under the oversight of an advisory board of the GRCC Faith In 
Action Network.  Nearly $7,000 was raised to help supplement the fund that is 
provided to the Monroe County Burial Assistance Program and the Office of 
Faith Based and Community Initiatives. During this time four families were 
given assistance in burying their loved ones.  Determination of the amount 
given to each family, and qualification parameters are set by the County of 
Monroe.  Anyone wishing to apply for these funds should contact Ms. Shirl 
Clark at 585-753-6986. 
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Mission & Vision 
 
Acting out of the core values of our Christian faith, GRCC Faith In Action Network, gathers people from diverse communities to 
build relationships and support initiatives based on spiritual and community values that advocate, model, and celebrate basic 
human rights. We work toward the day when every child, 
youth and adult feels safe, experiences support and care, and can discovers ways to use their gifts for the good of the beloved 
community. 
 
     Contact GRCC at:  (585) 254-2570       Fax: 254-6551     /      Email: grcc1@frontiernet.net   Online at www.grcc.org 
 
Join the Faith In Action Network  by visiting our website, emailing us, or calling the office M-Th / 9-4   
 
 
 

                GRCC Faith In Action Network   
                           2 Riverside Street  

Rochester, NY  14613 
 

                                         Online at www.grcc.org      


