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Celebrating the Giving Heart!

On June 7 this year our Faith In Action Networkchiés 20" Annual Faith In Action
Celebration Dinner. The event had grown so langettendance that we had to move it

to a larger hall. That warm Tuesday night, oved fBople from diverse faith communities
gathered at the Diplomat Party House and celebestdtbnorees who “put their faith into
action” in small and large ways.

This year'sMetropolitan Award was given

posthumouslyo Ms. Alberta Moss,former member of
the board, and life-long advocate for children and i
families. '

Among her many accomplishments, Ms. Moss N
established and implemented Project Prison Reality AL

partnership with the Rochester City School Distwbere she worked as Consumer
Advocate in the Family Learning Center. Convincohgldren that they could be
successful and productive adults through educatasher primary focus in life. Her life
work was so passionate and dedicated that a sehgddn her name was created to assist
young people with their higher education goalsaiNe$3,000 was collected that evening
to kick off the scholarship campaign, and more fagavill be received throughout the
year, so that at next year's annual celebrationtorfive students will receive a grant. You
can participate by sending a donation toAlmerta Moss Scholarship Fund payable to
GRCC with “Moss Scholarship” in the memo linendto shows designers of the Moss Scholarship,
Joanne Cala and Elizabeth Osta, with Alberta WMoss

Another highlight of
the evening was the
Community Group
Award presented to
the people we
fondly called, “The
Inter-faith Next-
Geners.” They are
leaders who
represent a larger
movement

of young
professionals in our

next generation of people of faith.

(Shown above: Fatima Bawany, Husain Bawany, Cath¢ael, Mark Khazanov, Eileen O’Connor Casey,
Megan Robinson, Iffat Shafiq, Maura Whitman) Continued next page:

GRCC gathers people from diverse communities ttllyalationships and support initiatives based miritaal
and community values that advocate, model,catebrate basic human rights.



From page 1

They are dedicated to building bridges of undeditamand cooperation between and amongst peoplgfefent
spiritual and religious traditions. They bringdheideas and perspectives to this work and hawersbieemselves to
be creative and generous of spirit, willing torigw things and open to working with those of us$ thight be called
the "wisdom generation” to create a world of deegezompassion and understanding, peacemaking and
reconciliation. They are our present as well asveuy bright future in the world of interfaith diogue and
understanding.

The evening culminated withlafetime Achievement
Award given to the Most Reverend Matthew Clark,
bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of RochedBéshop
Clark will be retiring from his position next yeafter 33 years
of religious service to the diocese. His birthdagext month
so the audience joyfully sang happy birthday andrag
presented with a Yankees tee-shirt and Yankee iaily
sign, his favorite baseball team.

Next year's celebration dinner is Tuesday, Juhe 5

(Shown: Bishop Clark & Marvin Mich, president oktRaith in Action Network.)

Coming in September . . .

This year marks the tenth anniversary of Septerhbemnd the greater Rochester community is invibegbther on
the Eastman House lawn (900 East Avenud)@@ p.m. on Sunday, September for “Remembering 9/11
and Moving Forward Together.” The event will be hosted by a multi-faith teamd anembers of the “Next-
Geners” will tell their stories about how we canwadorward with hope and compassion. There wilirberesting
music, poetry, readings and prayers for all peopl encourage you to come and bring a lawn chdirs is part
of a more expansive community initiative that wilfer events at the Rochester Museum and ScienoteCen that
same day. Stay tuned for further publicity.

(You may be interested in the following websitet tiigplains the 9-11 Day of Service Initiative:
http://911dayofservice.org/join_the_tribute

The Faith In Action Network has been invited tothtsSecond Ministry Fair on Wednesday, September 21
from 4 till 7 p.m. at Asbury First United Methodist Church, 1050 Eastnue. We will be asking religious service
groups to exhibit their agency and program inforamain the recently rebuilt fellowship hall on thsbury campus.
The fair will be part of a larger event hosted lgrithge Christian Services and Habitat for Humawity are
bringing Jim Wallis to Rochester to speak on “Faitti\ction!” Jim Wallis, as some of you may know president
and chief executive officer of Sojourners, an oaliaith and politics magazine. He is an outspgkalic

theologian and author of many books on faith ardipm (Visit: http://www.sojo.net/index.cfr

Exhibitors at the
Ministry Fair last January
at the Sisters of St. Joseph

Motherhouse



The Controversy on Equal Marriage

On June 24, 2011 the New York State Senate voteyadize same-gender marriage giving
equal rights to gay and lesbian couples who chtmaed. The complexity of this bill and the
challenges it gives to people on both sides ofdbe are great. Following are excerpts from
an editorial written by Dr. Marvin Mich and printed June 12, 2011in the Democrat and
Chronicle:

The mission statement of the Greater Rochester Coityrof Churches, now known as the Faith
in Action Network, calls us to honor “the core veduof our Christian faith” as we “advocate, modahd
celebrate basic human rights.” We respectfullynigrtogether Christians who do not all agree on this
issue. Some of our churches are supportive ohgayiages and others are not.

While we share a common methodology and strivetheg to work for social justice, the member
churches of the Faith in Action Network have nohedo a consensus on the issue. But we do cortbnue
work together on many other issues where therensensus, especially responding to the needs sétho
living in poverty in Rochester.

We know that reflecting on a complex question siscgay marriage takes a long time as we listen
to the living wisdom of our four sources.* We bedi¢hat God’s work in our lives is far from finish& he
words that Jesus spoke to his disciples at the &apper remind us that: “When the Spirit of trutmes
he will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13). Weay that God’s Spirit will guide us “into all tth.”

Listening to the lived experience of same sex esuplcommitted relationships needs to be part of
our work.

* Scripture, illumined tradition, personal experienaad reasordescribed elsewhere in the letter.

Living into who we are . . .

Last summer when some members of our board metemitiioyees of the Ad Council and

marketing representatives from area agencies iméder, we sat around a table on the

second floor office in the eclectic Village Gateéldlimg on Goodman Street. We were a

little apprehensive. We had to “tell our story"watio we were. It's a question that
members of the board have been asked over thenletf the agencyWho or what is GRCCThe most common
answer is, we are a 501c3 corporation that is texgid with the IRS as a religious institution. Ametanswer is, we
are an association of churches and religious ozgtinhs working together in reflection of the stuie passage of
Micah, “doing justice, and walking with our GodDo those answers really say who we are?

The “ah-ha” moment came after a lively discussibowa the Faith In Action Celebration and the diitgrsf all the
people we bring together through our network—pedpiag amazing work both urban and suburban th&ema
the faith community of Rochester. One of the ergipresentatives around the table said, “You arat wbu do!
You are thd-aith in Action NetworR The rest is history!

Sometimes we need to step back from what we arggdoisee more clearly the good work being donewvisat do
YOU say GRCC is? I'd love to hear your answerndsme an email this summer and let us know whatyiike
to see us doing in the coming months. Thanks dtpihg GRCC to be “The Faith in Action Network obéhester!”



Rochester Supplemental Burial Fund

This summer marks the first anniversary of the Rstdr Supplemental Burial
Fund which is under the oversight of an advisorgrdaf the GRCC Faith In
Action Network. Nearly $7,000 was raised to helpgement the fund that is
provided to the Monroe County Burial AssistancegPam and the Office of
Faith Based and Community Initiatives. During ttiise four families were
given assistance in burying their loved ones. Daitgation of the amount
given to each family, and qualification parametmesset by the County of
Monroe. Anyone wishing to apply for these fundsudtl contact Ms. Shirl

Clark at585-753-6986.
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Mission & Vision

Acting out of the core values of our ChristiantialGRCC Faith In Action Network, gathers peoplarfrdiverse communities to
build relationships and support initiatives basadpiritual and community values that advocate, ehaghd celebrate basic

human rights. We work toward the day when everid¢hi
youth and adult feels safe, experiences supportare] and can discovers ways to use their giftthiogood of the beloved

community.

Contact GRCC at: (585) 254-2570 Fax4dB551 / Emailgrccl@frontiernet.net Online atwww.grcc.org

Join the Faith In Action Network by visiting our website, emailing us, or callinghe office M-Th / 9-4

GRCC Faith In Action Network
2 Riverside Street
Rochester, NY 14613

Online aivw.grcc.org



